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XXI.—Additional Notes on Birds of the Territory of the Trans- 
Vaal Republic. By Tuomas Ayres. (Communicated by 
Joun HENRY GURNEY.) 


[Continued from page 157. | 
(Plate IX.) 


107. (L. 371.) PHILETERUS socius (Lath.). Social Gross- 
beak. 

I first met with this curious bird near the Vaal river, where 
there were several colonies amongst the large Camel-thorn trees. 
Their huge nests were very conspicuous at a considerable distance ; 
I first saw them in July, 1869 (midwinter), when the birds, in 
flocks of from thirty to forty, were still inhabiting their nests, 
in which they appear to sleep all the year round, adding to 
them each summer as the colony increases. I visited a nest 
early one morning and found it apparently deserted; but on 
throwing a stone or two at it, I heard a gentle chattering, and 
presently out flew a bird, and then another, and another, till the 
whole family were out. I found them afterwards feeding on the 
ground at some little distance; on rising they uttered the same 
chattering note, and continued it during their flight. 

The nests are very irregular structures, varying in size from 
a wheelbarrowful to a large cart-load of coarse sticks and grass, 
the mass forming a very thick and weatherproof roof, in the 
substance of which the separate chambers are formed. The num- 
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ber of these varies according to the extent of the colony. The 
apertures of the chambers face downwards, and are barely large 
enough to admit a man’s hand. 

There is no connexion between the chambers; and each of 
them is warmly lined with feathers. In February, being again 
in the district inhabited by these birds, I cut a nest or two down 
and found the young birds mostly flown. One chamber only 
contained callow young and a single unhatched egg, greyish 
white, indistinctly mottled with sepia-brown. There were seve- 
ral nests on one tree, each three or four feet in diameter. 


108. (L. 357, 359 part., 364 part.) HypHANTORNIS MARI- 
QUENSIS (Smith). Mariqua Weaverbird. 

[Mr. Ayres has recently forwarded from Trans-Vaal several 
males of this bird in nesting-plumage, which agree with the 
example figured in ‘ The Ibis,’ 1868, p. 466, pl. 10, where Mr. 
Ayres’s observations on this species are also given. From the 
measurements recorded by Sir A. Smith, in the “ Illustrations 
of the Zoology of South Africa,’ of the species to which he 
gave the name of “ Ploceus mariquensis,” it seems clear to me 
that the bird which he figured at Plate 103 of that work is the 
winter plumage of the species represented in the figure in ‘ The 
Ibis’ above referred to, and not of the closely allied but smaller 
race, Hyphantornis cabanisi, as suggested by Drs. Finsch and 
Hartlaub at page 867 of their work on the ‘Birds of East 
Africa? I do not think that this species is really distinct from 
the slightly larger race found at the Cape Colony, to which Mr. 
Layard has applied Latham’s specific name capitalis. This last 
name should, I think, be extinguished, as Latham’s description 
is so meagre, and his plate so unsatisfactory, that it is impos- 
sible to be certain to which of the nearly allied species of this 
genus they are intended to apply.—J. H. G.] 


109. (L. 359 part., 364 part.) HYPHANTORNIS vELATUS 
(Vieill.). Damara Weaverbird. 

Sex of specimen uncertain. Total length 51 inches, bill 
12, wing 22, tail 2, tarsus 1$; iris dusky. 

(Mr. Ayres bas only forwarded one example of this Weaver- 
bird from the Trans-Vaal. which is evidently either a female or a 
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male in winter dress. It is the only specimen I have seen from 
any locality, except Damara Land, where this species appears 
entirely to take the place of its larger congener H. mariquensis, 
being always intermediate in size between H. mariquensis and 
H. cabanisi. The males of H. velatus, when in breeding-dress, 
are somewhat brighter in the yellow tints of their plumage than 
those of H. mariquensis; in other respects they are similar.— 


J. H.G 


110. (L. 354.) TEXTOR ERYTHRORHYNCHUS, Smith. Red- 
billed Black Weaverbird. 

Female :—Total length 93 inches. 

This Finch inhabits the bush, and is not, so far as I know, 
ever found in the open country ; we met with but few of them, 
and then always in company with the little blue Hoopoe (Zrrisor 
cyanomelas) in twos and threes. The stomach of the bird sent 
contained insects ; but berries, seeds, and fruits were not to be 
had at that season, our trip being in midwinter. 


111. (L. 369.) EUPLECTES oryx, Swains. Greater Bishop 
Weaverbird. 

[In comparing specimens sent from Trans-Vaal by Mr. Ayres 
with examples from the Cape, they appeared to be identical, and 
therefore referable to the larger race, E. oryx, instead of to the 
smaller, £. sundevalli, to which I assigned them (Ibis, 1868, 
p. 465). 

I think that Mr. Layard is probably correct in treating these 
two races, in his work on the Birds of South Africa, p. 185, as 
not specifically distinct.—J. H. G. | 


112. (L. 370.) PLOCEUS sANGUINIROSTRIS (Linn.). San- 
guine-billed Weaverbird. 

Total length 43 inches, wing 214, bill 1, tarsus 13, tail 14; 
iris greyish hazel, eyelids scarlet, tarsi and feet pale rufous, 
bill dark glossy pink. 

These birds, which vary very much in plumage, are tolerably 
common in Potchefstroom and the neighbourhood in summer, 
associating frecly with the flights of the preceding species, which 
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swarms here. It feeds with them on the open grassy plains 
and corn-fields, principally on small grass-seeds which they pick 
up from the ground. 


113. (L. 372.) PLOCEPASSER MAHALI, Smith. Mahali Wea- 
verbird. 

Total length 63 inches, bill }2, tarsus 1, wing 4, tail 3; iris 
dark red; sexes very similar in plumage. 

These birds are common throughout the bush, but are not 
seen in open country; they are gregarious, and have a chat- 
tering note, which gives the idea of sociability. Several build 
together in the same tree. We found plenty of old nests on our 
late journey to the Limpopo; they were very rough structures, 
made up of grass, with the long ends sticking out in every di- 
rection, and formed like retorts, with two short necks hanging 
down, and with so small a flat surface inside for the eggs to lie 
on, that I cannot understand how it is they do not always roll 
out at one end or the other, especially as the nest is built or 
hung on the outer twigs of the spreading Mimosas, and is very 


liable to be shaken by the wind. 


114, (L. 394.) EsTRELDA GRANATINA (Linn.). Granadine 
Finch. 

Male :—Total length 6 inches, bill 7%, tarsus H, wing 23, 
tail 3. Female :—Total length 53 inches ; iris red, bill bright 
bluish scarlet, tarsi and feet dusky. l 

The first of these pretty birds which I met with I shot in the 
Mariqua district, amongst som every thick cover; and I afterwards 
found them plentiful all along the Limpopo: they are generally 
in pairs, but sometimes three or four may be seen together. 

All the Estreide are pretty nearly alike in their general move- 
ments, and eat similar food. 


115. (L. 389.) EsTRELDA ERYTHRONOTA (Vieill.). Black- 
cheeked Finch. 

Male :—Total length 5 inches, bill 1%, tarsus }%, wing 2, 
tail 25; ; iris red. 

I only met with these Finches on the Limpopo, amongst the 
low scrub which abounds there in some parts. They were 
found in companies. 
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116. (L. 393.) EsTRELDA SQUAMIFRONS (Smith). Scaly-fea- 
thered Finch. 

Total length 4 inches, bill $;, tarsus 25, wing 22, tail 12. 

These curious little birds are gregarious, but not common in 
the districts I visited ; I found them on the Limpopo, but never 
in the open country. When seen they were actively hopping 
about the low thorn bushes; and in March last I found them 
building amongst similar bushes about the Hartz river. The 
nest is placed amongst the thorny twigs of the bush, a few feet 
from the ground, and is composed outwardly of thin grass 
stalks, the ends roughly protruding in all directions ; it is thickly 
and very warmly lined with the soft silky down of a species of 
Asclepia, and is of much the same shape as the nest of Estrelda 
astrild, but with a more prolonged entrance, which gives the nest 
the appearance of a retort placed horizontally in the bush, with 
the neck inclining slightly downwards. The eggs are five in 
number, of a greenish white, much blotched with umber-brown, 
especially towards the thicker end, and sometimes much marked 
with brown lines. 


117. (L. 387.) EsTRELDA MINIMA (Vieill.). Amadavat Finch. 

Total length 35 inches, bill ,$;, tarsus 1, wing 2, tail 14%; 
iris red, bill red, dusky on the ridge. 

This tiny bird is found in small companies, but caunot be 
called plentiful. The females far exceed the males in number. 
The note is soft but guttural. 


118. (L. 444.) CRITHAGRA CHRYSOPYGA, Swains. Golden- 
rumped Grossbeak, 

Male :—Total length 45 inches, bill 3%, tarsus 15, wing 2, 
tail 142; iris dusky, upper mandible of bill dusky, under man- 
dible pale, tarsi and feet light ash-colour. 

Of this species I only found one company, consisting of five 
individuals, which I met with amongst the low thorns in the 
Mariqua district. 

[This species seems to me to be certainly distinct, notwith- 
standing the high authority to the contrary of Drs. Finsch and 
Hartlaub, who at p. 455 of their recent work on the ‘ Birds of 
East Africa’ treat it as simply a race of C. butyracea, not enti- 
tled to specific separation.—J. H. G.] 
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119. (L. 407.) Passer DIFFUSA, Smith. Southern Grey- 
headed Sparrow. 

Male :—Total length 64 inches, bill +, tarsus +2, wing 34, 
tail 24. 

During our visit to the bush, we met with this Sparrow, 
though but sparsely. It feeds upon grass-seeds ; and its note 
resembles the “ chissick * of the common English Sparrow. 

[I agree with the opinion expressed by Mr. Sharpe (P. Z.S. 
1870, p. 143) as to the specific distinctness of this Sparrow.— 
J. H. G.] 


120. (L. 422.) PYRRHULAUDA AUSTRALIS, Smith, Southern 
Finch Lark. 

I found two nests of this bird, one in March, the other in 
April ; each nest contained only two eggs, which, in one instance, 
were somewhat incubated. 

One of these nests I found at Mamusa, on the Hartz river, the 
other near Bloemhoff, on a tributary of the Vaal river. 

The nest of this species is placed on the ground under shel- 
ter of a clump of weed or grass. It is roughly constructed of 
coarse grass, slightly lined with fine roots; both the nests which 
I found were situated within twenty yards of water. 

The egg is white, much spotted with light sepia-brown. 


121. (L. 420.) PrRRHULAUDA SMITHI, Bon. Smith’s Finch- 
Lark. 

Total length 55 inches, bill 7, wing 31, tarsus 3, tail 14. 

We found these birds frequenting the open glades along the 
banks of the Limpopo in companies consisting of sometimes as 
many as fifty individuals. They were feeding on grass-seeds 
after the manner of Finches. 

LI have followed Drs. Finsch and Hartlaub (Birds of East 
Africa, pp. 467, 468) in treating this species as distinct from 
its more northern ally P, Zeucotis.—J. H. G.] 


122. (L.410.) FRINGILLARIA FLAVIVENTRIS (Vieill.). African 
Yellow-bellied Bunting. 

Male :—Total length 6 inches, wing 32, tarsus 3, tail 25. 

We found this species rather common in some parts adjoining 
the Limpopo ; its flight and habits are those of a Bunting. 
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123. (L. 412.) FRINGILLARIA IMPETUANI, Smith. South 
African Lark-like Bunting. 

Total length 54 inches, bill 75, wing 23, tail 23, 

I have only obtained one specimen of this Bunting, which was 
procured in the bare open country. 


124. MEGALOPHONUS NÆVIUS, Strick. Dark-streaked Lark. 

Male :—Total length 6 inches, bill 11, wing 32, tarsus +55 
tail 22; iris very light brown, bill, upper mandible dusky, 
under mandible pale, tarsi and feet pale. 

I found these Larks in the Mariqua district, frequenting the 
open glades at the commencement of the thicker bush, but in 
the latter I did not notice them. When disturbed, they gene- 
rally flew from the ground on to the nearest bush. 

[I have examined, in the Museum of Zoology at Cambridge, 
the type specimen of Alauda nevia of Strickland (Contr. to Orn. 
1852, p. 152), and find it identical with Mr. Ayres’s Trans- Vaal 
specimen.—J. H. G.] 


125. (L. 431.) MEGALOPHONUS CHENIANUS (Smith). Lata- 
koo Lark. 

Total length 54 inches, bill $; iris dark brown. 

This species is found in the Mariqua district, where bush and 
glade are pretty equally distributed. 


126. (L. 428.) MEGALOPHONUS PLANICOLA, Licht. Plain- 
loving Lark. 

Total length 73 inches, bill 44, tarsus 13, wing 87, tail 3; 
iris light hazel, upper mandible dusky, under mandible pale, 
tarsi and feet pale. 

These Larks frequent principally the open country, and are 
tolerably plentiful to the west of Potchefstroom, between the 
Hartz and Vaal rivers. They are found singly or in pairs, and 
are fond of sitting on any low bush to sun themselves, at the 
same time uttering a rather loud whistle, pretty constantly re- 
peated. 


127. (L. 447.) CoLrus ERYTHROPUS, Gmel. White-backed 
Coly. 


; Sa: psić : si 
I met with these Colics in pairs in February, in lat. 27° 30, 
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and long. 26°, but found no nests. They do not occur about 
Potchefstroom. 


128. Buceros rLAviRosTRis, Rüpp. Yellow-billed Horn- 
bill. 

Male :—Total length 21 inches, bill 34, tarsus 2, wing 83, 
tail 81; iris tawny yellow, bare skin round the edge dark 
pink, bill bright yellow with brown margins. 

This Hornbill feeds principally on fruits; it is tolerably plen- 
tiful throughout the bush-country, and is mostly found in small 
companies. 


129. (L. 455 & 457.) Buceros NASUTUS, Linn. Nasique 
Hornbill. 

Immature :—Total length 18 inches, bill 22, tarsus 14, wing 
8, tail 81; upper mandible tawny white, except the tip, which, 
with the lower mandible, is reddish brown. 

This species is common along the Limpopo; and I have also 
received it from the Megaliesberg, a range of wooded mountains 
about seventy miles from Potchefstroom. 

Like the preceding species, this Hornbill is a fruit-eater, lives 
in small companies, and has a dipping flight. 

I was much surprised to find one of these birds, perched on 
the top of a tall tree, singing very prettily, with the voice of a 
Thrush; I could scarcely believe my ears until I had watched 
the bird for a considerable time; at last he flew away and the 
woods were again silent. 


130. (L. 469.) TRacHyPHONUS carer (Vieill.). Le Vail- 
lant’s Barbet. 

Male :—Total length 94 inches, bill 1%, tarsus 12, wing 42, 
tail 31; bill pale green; stomach contained insects and 
fruits. 

The specimen sent is the only one I have met with; it was 
shot by a friend amongst the trees on the banks of the Limpopo, 
and appears to have been solitary. 

[This specimen is the original of the beautiful plate of this 
species recently published by the Messrs. Marshall in their 
monograph of the Capitomide.—J. H. G.] 
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131. (L. 463 & 464.) Latmopon LEUCOMELAS (Bodd.). Red- 
fronted Barbet. 

Total length 6 inches, bill 43, tarsus 44, wing 34, tail 11; 
iris dusky, bill black. 

These birds appear to feed entirely upon fruits, and are by 
no means common with us; they principally inhabit thorn trees. 


132. (L. 471.) DENDROBATES NAMAQUUS, Licht. Double- 
Moustache Woodpecker. 

[Mr. Ayres forwarded a female of this species, but without 
any notes as to its habits.—J. H. G.] 


133. (L. 499.) OxyLopHus MELANOLEUCUS (Lath.). African 
Black and White Cuckoo. 


The specimen sent, a male, was shot at Potchefstroom. 


134. CENTROPUS SENEGALENSIS (Linn.). Senegal Spur-heel 
Cuckoo, 

I shot the specimen sent amongst some dense underwood on 
the Limpopo ; it was the only one I saw. 


135. (L. 511.) TURTUR SENEGALENSIS (Linn.). Laughing 
Dove. 

These Doves are common in the Mariqua district; and many 
may be seen together hunting for wheat or other grains amongst 
the chaff and straw on the threshing-floors of the farms in the 
neighbourhood of the bush. 

I have found but one nest of this bird, the egg from which I 
now send ; it is pure white, rather glossy, and equally obtuse at 
either end. The nest was composed of a few twigs, and placed 
on the horizontal branch of a low thorn tree growing on the 
banks of a stream. 


136. (L.508.) (SNA capensis (Linn.). Long-tailed Cape-Dove. 
This species is generally distributed throughout the whole 
country. 


137. (L. 526.) FRANCOLINUS LEVAILLANTI, Temm. Le Vail- 
lant’s Francolin. 

These birds breed amongst rough grass in dry situations, but 
not far from water; the eggs are spotted throughout with dark 
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brown on a rather dark tawny ground. It is rather a short egg, 
abruptly pointed at the small end. Size 1,5 by lyx inch. 
[Mr. Ayres did not forward a skin of this Francolin, but 
transmitted its eggs to the Rev. H. B. Tristram, who informs 
me that they agree exactly with some which he had previously 


received from Mr. Layard.—J. H. G.] 


138. (L. 532.) COTURNIX HISTRIONICA, Hartl. Harlequin 
Quail. 

Total length 6% inches, bill $;, tarsus 14%;, wing 35, tail 14 ; 
iris dark hazel. 

The two specimens sent were shot by me in the open glades 
along the banks of the Mariqua river, the only place where I 
have met with them. Their flight resembled that of C. dacty- 
lisonans. 


139. (L. 538.) PTEROCLES VARIEGATUS, Burch. Variegated 
Sand-Grouse. 

Female :—Total length 104 inches, bill $, wing 62; bare 
skin round the eye ashy, bill black. 

I found these birds tolerably plentiful in June and July along 
the Limpopo and Mariqua ; but though they were often in pairs I 
did not succeed in finding their eggs. These and the other Sand- 
Grouse of this district are dry and very tough if cooked fresh, but 
if kept for nearly a week become tender and well flavoured. 


140. (L. 535.) PTEROCLES TACHYPETES, Temm, Namaqua 
Sand-Grouse. 

Female :—Length 103 inches, bill ;%, tarsus 1, wing 72, 
tail 82; iris dusky, eyelid yellow, bill ash-colour, feet light 
ash-colour. 

-I shot the first of these birds on 10th May, on bare open 
country between Potchefstroom and Marico, and subsequently 
found them, though not very plentifully, throughout the whole 
of my journey along the river Limpopo. When approached 
they do not run, but squat close to the ground until they think 
it prudent to be off, when they rise with a noisy rapid beat of 
their wings. Their flight, like that of other Sand-Grouse, is 
extremely rapid. 
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141. (L. 546.) Europotis RUFICRISTA (Smith). Rufous- 
crested Bustard. 

Male:—Total length 19 inches; iris dark brown, upper 
mandible of bill dusky, under mandible pale yellow. 

I met with these Bustards, but not plentifully, throughout 
the Marico bush ; they appear to be solitary in their habits, lie 
close, and rise very silently. In the evening they utter a me- 
lancholy note, “ goo, goo” often and slowly repeated. When I 
first heard this note, I thought it must be that of some Owl; 
but on cautiously approaching, up flew a fine cock Bustard, the 
skin of which I now send. 


142. (L. 555.) GLAREOLA NORDMANNI, Fischer. Black- 
winged Pratincole. 

This species is occasionally plentiful about Potehefstroom, but 
at uncertain intervals. Large flights occurred in that neigh- 
bourhood last February. 


143. (L. 552.) CURsORIUS BICINCTUS, Temm. Double- 
banded Courser. 

These birds frequent open ground, and are to be found, 
though not plentifully, about six miles from Potchefstroom 
down the Mov iriver, and thence right away down theVaal. 


144. (L. 554.) CURSORIUS CHALCOPTERUS, Temm. Bronze- 
winged Courser. 

I obtained a single specimen in January, on the banks of the 
Rhinoster river. 


145. (L. 570.) Evpromias ASIATICUS (Pall.). Caspian Dot- 
terel. 

Male :—Total length 83 inches, bill 144, tarsus 13, wing 14, 
tail 22; iris dusky, bill black, tarsi and feet yellowish ash- 
colour. 

One day as I was trudging down to the river, to have an 
afternoon’s fishing, I found four of these Plovers on the open 
flats outside Potchefstroom. They had somewhat the appearance 
of Burchell’s Courser when on the ground, but did not run so 
fast. They ran and then suddenly stopped, with their bodies 
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horizontal, ready for flight, and, being much the colour of the 
ground, were not easily seen. They uttered a short “ chuck” 
whilst rising. I bagged two at one shot. On a subsequent 
occasion I saw two others, which I did not obtain. 

[Both specimens sent were in the non-breeding plumage 
usual in South-African examples of this Plover.—J. H. G.] 


146. (L. 575.) BALEARICA REGULORUM (Licht.). Southern 
Crowned Crane. 

Male :— Total length 42 inches, bill 3, tarsus 9, wing 222, 
tail 101 ; iris light ash-colour, bill black, tarsi and feet black. 

These handsome Cranes are generally, though sparsely, dis- 
tributed over the country, and have much the same habits as 
the Stanley Cranes, with which they occasionally associate, as 
flocks of each may be seen feeding together on the banks of the 
Vaal river below Bloemhoff. 

[A supposed nest of this Crane which contained five white 
eggs was recorded by me on the authority of Mr. Ayres in “ The 
Ibis’ for 1868, p. 256; but a subsequent note by Mr. Layard in 
‘The Ibis’ for 1869, p. 376, seems to render it doubtful whether 
these eggs were correctly identified ; and further facts as to the 
nidification of this species are therefore desirable.—J. H. G.] 


147. (L. 580, L. 582.) ARDEA ARDEsIACA, Wagl. Lesser 
African Schistaceous Heron. 

Male :—Total length 20 inches, bill from gape 3, tarsus 33, 
wing 94, tail 3; bill black, tarsi and feet dark greenish-yel- 
low, bare parts of thighs ashy. 

I have only obtained two specimens of this Heron, one of 
which was shot by my brother in April 1869, in the swamp near 
Potchefstroom, and the other was also shot by a friend of mine 
in the same locality. 

The flight of this species somewhat resembles that of Ardea 
purpurea. 

[There can, I think, be no doubt that Ardea flavimana of 
Sundevall, as well as Ardea calceolata of Du Bus, are synony- 
mous with this species; the descriptions of Du Bus and of 
Sundevall, and the plate given by the former author, agree well 
with the specimen obtained by Mr. Ayres in April 1869, except 
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that the latter has the throat and chin of a rufous maroon colour, 
which is probably the remains of the immature dress, as the other 
specimen sent by Mr. Ayres, the sex of which was not ascer- 
tained, but which bears the appearance of being a younger bird, 
has the whole of the under plumage from the chin to the under 
tail-coverts inclusive, and also the thighs, more or less tinged 
with rufous maroon, interspersed with a few worn feathers of a 
whitish hue, and especially white on the shaft. Both the maroon 
tint and the intermingled white plumage are especially noticeable 
in this specimen, on the lower part of the front of the neck, 
where some of the lanceolate feathers are schistaceous on their 
outer, and rufous on their inner webs.—J. H. G.] 


148. ARDEA RUFIVENTRIS, Sundev. Rufous-bellied Heron. 
Plate IX. | 

Male :— Total length 192 inches, bill 3, tarsus 21, wing 83, 
tail 34; iris bright yellow, feet and bare part of the thighs yel- 
low, tarsi pale, basal half of the bill nearly white, the remain- 
der black, with the tip of the under mandible yellow, bare skin 
round the eye pale yellow. 

Female :—Total length 19 inches, bill 23, tarsus 22, wing 8, 
tail 2%; iris yellow, bill yellowish, upper mandible dusky brown, 
skin round the eye yellow. 

These Herons are shy and exceedingly scarce here; three or 
four are sometimes seen together. They fly rapidly, and settle on 
the reeds. The stomachs of those sent contained frogs. 

[As this rare and beautiful Heron has, I believe, never been 
figured, the accompanying plate (Pl. IX.), taken from the pair 
sent by Mr. Ayres, will be useful in identifying future specimens. 
I may add that the description of Ardea semirufa, Schlegel, as 
given in the ‘Muséum des Pays-Bas, Ardea, p. 35, leads to 
the belief that it is founded on an individual of the present 
species.—J. H. G.] 


149. (L. 598.) Scopus UMBRETTA, Gmel. Umbrette. 

Mr. Layard’s description of the nidification of this species is 
excellent ; and I can add nothing to it, except that the inside of the 
nest is neatly plastered with mud, and that either from this cause, 
or from the bird’s muddy feet, the eggs are often very dirty. 
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150. (L. 608.) FaLcINELLUS IGNEUS (Gmel.). Glossy Ibis. 

These birds are scarce in this part of the country, and also 
very shy and difficult to approach. They frequent swamps, 
generally in pairs, and on being disturbed circle up to a great 
height in the air, and then go right away to some other favourite 
marsh. 


151. (L. 605.) Geronticus HAGEDASH (Vieill.). Hagedash 
Ibis. 

This Ibis is very scarce in the Trans-Vaal, the specimen sent 
was a solitary male, shot by me last December amongst the 
thorn trees on the banks of the Vaal river. 


152. (L. 640.) GALLINULA CHLOROPUS (Linn.). European 
Water-Hen. 

The specimen sent was shot amongst the rushes on the banks 
of the river, close to Potchefstroom. 


158. (L. 647.) SARKIDIORNIS AFRICANUS, Eyton. African 
Black-backed Goose. 

This Goose I shot last summer at a lagoon on Loup-spruit, 
about six miles from Potchefstroom. It is the only one I have 
ever met with; and I had great trouble to get it, as, after being 
shot, it flew into the spruit, dived, and died on the opposite 
bank. 


154. (L. 651.) Casarca cana (Gmel.). South-African 
Shell-Duck. 

The three specimens sent were killed by my brother on a 
lagoon in the Free State; but birds of th*~ species also occur 
on this side the Vaal, where I have seen tl ip have never 
been able to get at them. 

[Both sexes of this species have an osseous protuberance on 
the carpal joint, like that in Chenalopex egyptiacus, but covered 
with feathers.—J. H. G.] 


155. (L. 659.) Nyroca BRUNNEA, Eyton. South-African 
Nyroca Duck. 

This species is to be found on the lagoon at Loup-spruit, 
where a few years since it was plentiful, but has lately become 
much more scarce. 
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156. STERNA LEUCOPTERA, Temm. White-winged Tern. 
Total length 101 inches, bill 15, wing 82, tail 3}; iris 
“brown, bill black, tarsi and feet bright red. . 
The specimen sent was a solitary bird shot on 26th June, 
1869, whilst hovering over the marsh near Potchefstroom. 
[This specimen appears to be an adult bird, partially (but 
not fully) attired in breeding-plumage. J. H. G.] 


157. STERNA FISSIPES, Linn. Black Tern. 

This Tern was killed in the month of December, at the 
lagoon at Loup-spruit, from a large flock which was apparently 
engaged in catching insects on the wing, and which, after being 
shot at, wheeled round and round in a body to an immense 
height, and then sailed away. The flight of these Terns was 
unsteady, like that of many of the Gulls, as if the wings were 
too large for the body. 

[The specimen sent appears to be a bird of the year. 
—J.H. G.] 


(I add some remarks on Trans-Vaal birds already mentioned 
in Mr. Ayres’s notes, published in ‘The Ibis,’ for 1869, 
p- 286 ef seg.—J. H. G.] 


22. TURDUS DECKENI, Cab. Decken’s Thrush. 
[The Thrush which Mr. Ayres referred to in his notes pub- 
lished in “ The Ibis’ for 1869, p. 292, and which I there iden- 
tified with Turdus olivaceus, Linn., proves on closer examination 
to be T. deckeni, Cab. 

The true 7. olivaceus occurs in Natal; but I have not seen it 


from ai =" G.] 


36. (L. 4- ra sa “HAGRA FLAVIVENTRIS, Gmel. Yellow- 
bellied Gross- ~za. 

[At p. 295 of the paper above referred to, is another incor- 
rect identification which I am desirous to rectify. The specics 
there recorded as Crithagra butyracea, Linn., is in reality C. fla- 
viventris, Gmel. 

I am indebted to the kindness of Mr. R. B. Sharpe for the follow- 
ing synonymy of this species, furnished to him by Dr. Finseh :— 

Crithagra flaviventris (Gmel.). 


Ms Nava, Swains. 
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Crithagra strigilata, Swains. 
butyracea, Gray et Bp. nec Linn.—J. H. G.] 


3) 


38. (L. 423.) MEGALOPHONUS RUFIPILEUS (Vieill.). Fas- 
ciolated Lark. 

Total length 54, bill H, wing 3, tarsus 13%, tail 21; iris light 
tawny, bill pale, with the ridge dusky, tarsi and feet pale dusky. 

These Larks are only found on the open plains, extending 
from Potchefstroom to the bush at Mariqua; they are generally 
two or three together, and lie so exceedingly close that they 
can often be knocked down with a stick. 

[ Brachonya pyrrhonotha, Smith, and Alauda fasciolata, Sun- 
devall, appear to me to be synonyms of this species, which, in 
‘The Ibis’ for 1869, p. 295, I erroneously referred to its nearly 
allied but more southern congener, M. apicatus (Vieill.). I 
have to thank Mr. E. L. Layard for his kindness in pointing 
out this error.—J. H. G.] 


39. (L. 435.) CERTHILAUDA GARRULA, Smith. Garrulous 
Lark. 

I found a nest of this Lark at Mamusa, at some little distance 
from the river ; it was placed under a tuft of grass, and was com- 
posed of rough grass outwardly, lined with roots of fine grass, 
and partially arched over with the rough grass of which the 
outer portion of the nest was constructed. It contained two 
eggs, one of which was larger than the other; and though I left 
the nest for two days after finding it, no more eggs were laid. 

[The Rev. H. B. Tristram, to whom these eggs were sent by 
Mr. Ayres, informs me that he believes the larger one to be the 
egg of one of the South-African Cuckoos.—J. H. G. 


48. (L. 537.) PTEROCLES GUTTURALIS, Smith. Sombre 
Sand-Grouse. 

Female :—Total length 122 inches, bill 14%, tarsus 13, wing 
8, tail 32. 

I found these birds about the river Limpopo in June; they 
were in flocks which apparently consisted entirely of females. 
I killed four out of a flight at one shot, with dust-shot, all of 
which were hen birds. A few of them were breeding; and I 
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found their eggs, three in number, laid on the bare ground 
amongst the grass, without the slightest appearance of a nest, at 
no great distance from the water. 

The size of the egg is 142 inch by 1;3;; the ground-colour 
dusky-tawny marked with lines and blotches of umber, espe- 
cially towards the base of the egg, where these marks form an 
encircling zone. 

49. (L. 536.) PTEROCLES BICINCTUS, Temm. Double-banded 
Sand-Grouse. 

Male :—Total length 103 inches, bill 1%; iris dusky, feet 
yellowish. 

Next to P. gutturalis, this is the most plentiful of the Sand- 
Grouse found near the Limpopo. 

The greater number of those we saw there in June were in 
flocks, but some few had paired and were breeding. The eggs, 
three or four in number, are laid on the bare ground amongst 
the short grass, and the hen bird will almost allow herself to be 
trodden on before she will rise. 

The size of the egg is l inch by 43; ground-colour 
brownish-pink, spotted and blotched all over, but more parti- 
cularly at the thicker end, with a lighter tint of the same colour. 


53. (L. 551.) Cursorius RUFUS, Gould. Burchell’s Courser. 

This species is common about Potchefstroom, in flocks, in 
winter. 

[I cannot concur in the opinion expressed by Mr. Layard in 
‘The Ibis’ for 1869, p. 375, that this species is identical with 
C. senegalensis, Licht.; the latter is a somewhat smaller bird, 
with much less white on the secondary feathers of the wing, and 
with no grey on the occiput.—J. H. G.] 


57. (L. 574.) ANTHROPOIDES STANLEYANUS, Vigors. Stan- 
ley Crane. 

Male :—Total length 47 inches, bill 43, tarsus 102, wing 
23; iris dusky, bill, tarsi, and feet black. 

These Cranes are not at all uncommon in this country. In 
the summer months they are generally seen in pairs, stalking 
about the open flats in search of insects; in winter they con- 
gregate in certain localities and live sociably together. One 
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of these spots is on the Movi river, about ten miles above its 
junction with the Vaal river, and another is on the banks of the 
Vaal river, about twenty miles below Bloemhoff. These birds 
feed on seeds and roots as well as on insects; and their flesh is 
not at all bad eating; slices from the breast fried with butter 
are scarcely to be distinguished in taste from excellent beef. 
Blue Cranes (as this species is locally called) sometimes 
rise to an immense height in the air, uttering their peculiar 
loud guttural note. When on the ground they frequently 
amuse themselves by dancing round each other with wings 
extended, bowing and scraping to each other in a most absurd 
manner, not a little curious to see. 


61. (L. 601.) ANASTOMUS LAMELLIGERUS, Temm. African 
Anastomus. 

Female :—Total length 303 inches, bill 6, wing 153, tarsus 
6, tail 82; iris double, the inner ring pale yellow, the outer 
dusky, bill dusky, basal half whitish, and conspicuous when 
the bird is freshly killed. 

This curious bird was shot by my brother on the 6th Febru- 
ary, 1869, in a swamp within a mile of Potchefstroom. It was a 
solitary bird, and before it was shot had been observed several 
days feeding in the swamp and alighting on the neighbouring 
trees; its stomach contained all the soft parts of Crabs well 
broken up. A few days after it was shot, five others were seen 
to fly over the town at a great height. 

This species only occurs as a visitor in this part of the 
country. 


XXII.—On the Coraciidee of the Ethiopian Region. By R. 
B. SHARPE, F.L.S., Libr. Z.S., će. 


[Concluded from page 203. ] 


Genus 2. EURYSTOMUS. 
Type. 
Eurystomus, Vieill. Analyse, p. 37 (1816) . . E. orientalis. 
Colaris, Cuv. Règne Anim. 1. p. 401 (1817) . . E. orientalis. 
Cornopio, Cab. & Heine, Mus. Hein. ii. p. 119 
(1860) 2 = «x VERONE. A a 


